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Spotlight: Meet The Up and Coming Actors of New York's Axial Theater - Daniel Walworth,
Marissa Lowe, Torian Brackett, Sandy Oppedisano and Youlim Nam

By Ashton Samson

T Meet some of the ensemble cast members of New York's
prestigious Axial Theater. Get to know Daniel Walworth, Marissa

AXIAL Lowe, Torian Brackett, Sandy Oppedisano and Youlim Nam.
I HEA I RE The Axial Theater, lead by Artistic Director Cady McClain is a

twenty-three year old ensemble based not-for-profit institution

dedicated to supporting the professional development of the
independent theatrical voice through audience involvement and to presenting challenging, intelligent, and
culturally relevant theatrical experiences. Visit their website to see what in-person plays they are featuring as well
as their virtual events, like Cactus Flowers Play Readings, that can be accessed for free online.

Meet Youlim Nam

Youlim always loved singing and dancing on stage, even as a young child. Although she wanted to attend a
performing arts high school, her very conservative Korean parents discouraged her, instead requiring that she
find a real "job.” Youlim did not give up, joining a theater club in high school and finally majoring in performing
arts in college in Seoul.

She became involved with Axial when she was made aware that artistic director, Cady McClain was searching for
an Asian actor for an upcoming play reading series. Working with Cady through the project, Youlim instantly
sensed her extraordinary talent and wanted to collaborate with her more. She submitted some of her own original
plays for review and was thrilled to learn that her play, Last Birthday, was selected for an Axial reading series and
that she was cast in a role she had written.

Shortly thereafter Youlim became an ensemble member and recently performed in an film directed by McClain,
Robust Admisture, a timely adaptation of the book, Ceive, by BK Fischer, which addresses climate change and
the struggle to survive. To prepare for the role, Youlim watched many of Greta Thunberg's speeches and got in
touch with a wide range of emotions, including deep compassion for mother earth. She is proud to be part of this
film because she believes it can alert people to the severity of the climate crisis.

Additionally, Youlim participates in Axial’'s monthly reading series called Cactus Flowers. Her strong commitment
to varied projects such writing, painting and filmmaking leaves her little free time, but when she does have a
moment, she enjoys cooking, reading and spending time with loved ones. Although living in New York City is a
creative inspiration for Youlim, she views spending time in nature as essential, because “You learn so much from
our mother earth. Nature itself is art.”

Visit: https://www.axialtheatre.org/
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Actor and Playwright Youlim Nam Receives City Artist Corps Grant
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Actor and Playwright Youlim Nam Receives City
Artist Corps Grant

Youlim Nam was recognized for her new play 'a connected place,' which will be born onto the stage as a
staged reading at Gene Frankel Theatre.

by Chioe Rabinowitz  Sep. 21, 2021 . 4 ﬂ ]

Actor and Playwright Youlim Nam is one of 3,000
New York City-based artists to receive $5,000
through the City Artist Corps Grants program,
presented by The New York Foundation for the
at ""“""I "’:‘ . Arts (NYFA) and the New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs (DCLA), with support from the
Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment
(MOME) as well as Queens Theatre.

Youlim Nam was recognized for her new play 'a
connected place,' which will be born onto the stage
as a staged reading at Gene Frankel Theatre, the
historical off-off-Broadway theatre in Noho,
Manhattan, on the 24th of Oct at 2 pm.
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On the surface, Nam's piece reflects a young writer Jane (played by Youlim Nam) constantly
being challenged by her partner Bill (played by Delil Baran) concerning her "unconventional"
and "precarious" lifestyle as an artist in the contemporary world. However, as Jane starts
confronting her deep consciousness, she regains true freedom.

Director Sophia Treanor, a founding director of the Mary Overlie Legacy Project and Six
Viewpoints Institute, sources practices from the Six Viewpoints, a postmodern philosophy
that establishes a non-hierarchical value on all the materials of performance (space, shape,
time, emotion, movement, and story) during the rehearsal process. Her work centers around
the ways artists integrate and envision imaginative circumstances with the truth of our shared
reality.

Delil Baran (Bill), a Kurd born and raised in Germany, and Youlim Nam (Jane) hailing from
Seoul, Korea are joined by California-bred Sophia Treanor to share the story. Finding that their
cultural diversity helps them explore the multiplicious and prismatic truths of their generation,
they are poised to offer a sensationally honest theatrical event.

Over the course of three award cycles, more than 3,000 artists will receive $5,000 grants to

engage the public with artist activities across New York City's five boroughs this summer and . . . .
Starring Delil Baran and Youlim Nam with

direction by Sophia Treanor. Showing Oct
24,2021, at 2 pm at Gene Frankel Theatre

fall. Artists can use the grant to create new work or phase of a work or restage preexisting
creative activities across any discipline.

Members of the public can participate in City Artist Corps Grants programming by following in downtown Manhattan. Puls online

the hashtag #CityArtistCorps on social media. streaming Oct 27th, 2021 at 2 pm EST on
Zoom. Both are followed by Q&A with the

City Artist Corps Grants was launched in June 2021 by NYFA and DCLA with support from the cast and director.

Mayor's Office of Media and Entertainment (MOME) as well as Queens Theatre. The

program is funded by the $25 million New York City Artist Corps recovery initiative All shows are FREE, RSVP required for the

announced by Mayor de Blasio and DCLA earlier this year. The grants are intended to support in-person show on Oct 24th

NYC-based working artists who have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19. It is https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-

strongly recommended that a portion of the grant be used to support artist fees, both for the connected-place-tickets-172830419437

applying artist and any other artist that is engaged to support the project. and Online streaming on Oct 27th

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-connected-place-by-youlim-nam-tickets-
172847871637

https://www.broadwayworld.com/oft-off-broadway/article/Actor-and-Playwright- Youlim-Nam-Receives-City-Artist-Corps-Grant-20210921



Still photos of 'a connected place' in Manhattan




Manhattan Rep's Stories Film Festival Will Present ACTING IS MY DESTINY By Youlim Nam
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Manhattan Rep's Stories Film Festival Will Present
ACTING IS MY DESTINY By Youlim Nam

by Julie Musbach  May. 14, 2019 ’ ﬁ 9

Acting Is My Destiny 'Acting Is My Destiny’, a short film by Youlim Nam
by YoulimNam il have its screen debut at the Manhattan Rep's

_‘ é_:)) L.) Stories Film Festival as an official selection in May
2019.
| uéctingismydestiny Nam's new piece, a one woman monologue, reflects

© SUBSCRIBE 13,488 upon the contemporary life and struggles of actors.

o S This short film has garnered attention among Nam's
excellent performance from other film festivals as
well as being honored with the 'Best Actress' award
. at the International Independent Short Awards and
'Best Monologue' award at Actors Awards, LA.

la
e

'Acting Is My Destiny' will also be performed as a stage version this summer as a part of
NYSummer Fest 2019.

Synopsis: A girl, Jessia, is trying to change the world on her sister, Jenny's Youtube Channel.
Starring and direction by Youlim Nam. Screening May 17th and 18th at 9 pm.

Box office and details linked below.
www.manhattanrep.com/tickets-for-stories-film-festival

https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwtv/article/Manhattan-Reps-Stories-Film-Festival-Will-Present-ACTING-IS-M Y-DESTIN Y-By- Youlim-Nam-20190514
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[TRANSLATION]

WON BEST MONOLOGUE AT 'ACTORS AWARDS
LA'

NYC-BASED ACTOR YOULIM NAM PRODUCED,
WROTE, DIRECTED STARRED IN THE SHORT FILM
'ACTING IS MY DESTINY'

AN NYC-BASED ACTOR YOULIM NAM (PHOTO)
RECEIVED 'BEST MONOLOGUE' WITH HER SHORT
FILM 'ACTING IS MY DESTINY', WHICH SHE
PRODUCED, WROTE, DIRECTED, AND STARRED IN.

THE FILM WAS ALSO MADE TO THE SEMI-FINALS
IN THE ONLINE FILM FESTIVAL 'TOP SHORTS FILM
FESTIVAL'.

IT WAS FILMED ON IPHONE IN NEW YORK CITY,
AND A KOREAN-BASED FILM EDITOR YUJEONG JI
DONATED HER TALENT FOR THE POST-
PRODUCTION.

ACTORS AWARDS LA
(WWW.THEACTORSAWARDS.COM) IS A NEW
EMERGING MONTHLY ONLINE FESTIVAL, WHICH
BEGAN TWO YEARS AGO, AND IS IN THE
LIMELIGHT AMONG INDIE FILMMAKERS.

‘TOP SHORT FILM FESTIVAL' IS ALSO A NEWLY
ONLINE FESTIVAL THAT STARTED FIVE YEARS AGO,
AND IS REPUTABLE IN THE INDIE FILM INDUSTRY.
A HOLLYWOOD DIRECTOR JEFF MELMAN, SIX
TIMES EMMY NOMINEE, IS ONE OF THE JUDGES.

NAM ALSO STARRED IN THE COMEDY SHORT FILM
'"THE MINGLE', WHICH WON A GRAND JURY
AWARD AT THE 'AMERICAN FILMATIC ARTS
AWARDS' THIS YEAR.

THE DIRECTOR TY COOPER'S 'THE MINGLE' HAS
ALSO BEEN SUBMITTED AT THE CANNES AND
SUNDANCE INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL, AND
NAM PORTRAYED 'SERENA', ONE OF THE FOUR
BLIND DATES.
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[TRANSLATION]

08-07-18 WITH YOULIM NAM, AN
ACTRESS AND PLAYWRIGHT~

TODAY, WE INVITED NYC-BASED ACTRESS
AND PLAYWRIGHT YOULIM NAM.

HER SHORT PLAY, AS WELL AS SHE PLAYS
THE LEAD ROLE, WAS SELECTED BY THE
NEW YORK THEATRE FESTIVAL, THIS
ACCOMPLISHMENT HAPPENED ONLY 3
YEARS AFTER SHE MOVED TO NYC FROM
KOREA.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOULIM NAM'S
FUTURE AND HER SHOW AT THE NY
THEATER FESTIVAL IN SEPTEMBER.

TO LEARN MORE, PLEASE LISTEN TO THIS
EPISODE.
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[TRANSLATION]

YouLiM NAM, AN ACTRESS, PLAYWRIGHT, AND INTERNATIONAL STUDENT

HER FIRST SHORT PLAY '28+2
FROM PLAYWRITING TO PLAYING THE LEAD ROLE
IN SEPTEMBER, THE SECOND PLAY 'A WATCH' WILL BE ON STAGE

(YOULIM'S PORTRAIT - RIGHT)

YOULIM NAM, A 29-YEAR-OLD KOREAN ACTRESS, AND PLAYWRIGHT, WHOM | MET IN KOREATOWN (32ND
STREET IN MANHATTAN) ON THE 25TH, EXPLAINS HER FIRST WORK CHEERFULLY.

"l WANT TO BE A WONDERFUL VETERAN ARTIST WHO WILL SUPPORT CREATIVE WORKS FOR YOUNG
BROADWAY DREAMERS."

AN AMBITIOUS KOREAN YOULIM NAM (29) MADE HER DEBUT AS A PLAYWRIGHT IN NEW YORK CITY. NAM,
WHO GRADUATED FROM DONGDUK WOMEN'S UNIVERSITY (MAJORING IN PERFORMING ARTS), MOVED TO
NEW YORK CITY THREE YEARS AGO. SHE PREMIERED HER FIRST SHORT PLAY '28+2' AT THE '2018 ONE-
ACT FESTIVAL', AS WELL AS PLAYING THE LEAD ROLE. HER WORK WAS MADE INTO ONE OF THE 48 PLAYS
OUT OF OTHER COMPETITIVE SUBMISSIONS. THE SHOW HAS BEEN ACCLAIMED FOR ITS STORY AND
PERFORMANCE AND IT HAS A HIGH POSSIBILITY OF ENTERING THE FINAL ROUND OF THE FESTIVAL.
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'28+2' PRESENTED BY NAM REVEALS HOW MILLENNIAL GENERATIONS IN NEW YORK CITY, WHERE
VARIOUS ETHNICITIES AND CULTURES COEXIST, OVERCOME THEIR CULTURAL DIFFERENCES AND
CONFLICTS, AND LIVE IN HARMONY. THE MAIN CHARACTER FROM SEOUL BECOMES 30 YEARS OLD IN
KOREAN AGE ON NEW YEAR'S EVE, BUT HER AMERICAN FRIEND DOESN'T UNDERSTAND THE KOREAN AGE
CALCULATION METHOD, FROM WHICH THE SHOW STARTS. THIS PLAY WAS ALSO RECOGNIZED AS A
SENSATION IN THE THEATRICAL WORLD AS IT WAS PERFORMED TWICE AS A SHOWCASE AT THE MANHATTAN
REPERTORY THEATRE IN JUNE.

"l WANTED TO TELL A STORY ABOUT THE DIVERSITY OF NEW YORK CITY AND THE YOUNG GENERATION'S
AGONY, PAIN, AND FRIENDSHIP FROM VARIOUS ANGLES," SAYS NAM. "l THINK THE REASON WHY THE
STORY WAS GENUINE IS THAT IT WAS COMING FROM MY LIFE EXPERIENCE IN THE CITY."

HER ULTIMATE GOAL IS TO BE ON THE BROADWAY STAGE. SHE RELOCATED HERE AT A RELATIVELY LATER
AGE THAN THE OTHER INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS, BUT SHE'S READY TO BUILD HER CAREER IN MANY
DIFFERENT STAGES. SHE ALSO ACTED IN THE SHORT COMEDY FILM "THE MINGLE' IN NEW YORK CITY.
THE DIRECTOR TY COOPER'S "THE MINGLE' HAS ALSO BEEN SUBMITTED AT THE CANNES AND SUNDANCE,
AND BUSAN INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL AND NAM PORTRAYED 'SERENA', ONE OF THE FOUR BLIND
DATES.

CURRENTLY, NAM IS ALSO BUSY PREPARING FOR ANOTHER SHOW IN SEPTEMBER. HER NEW SHORT PLAY
'A WATCH' WILL BE PERFORMED THREE TIMES ON THE 20TH, 21ST, AND 23RD OF SEPTEMBER AT THE
NEW YORK SUMMER THEATER FESTIVAL (NEWYORKTHEATERFESTIVAL.COM/A-WATCH). IT'S A COMPETITION
FOR MUSICALS, FULL-LENGTH AND SHORT PLAYS. "IT'S ABOUT STRUGGLING YOUNG NEW YORKERS. I'D
LOVE TO WIN THE AWARDS." SHE SAYS.

"| CERTAINLY HAVE A PASSION FOR WRITING MY OWN PLAYS, BUT | AM ALSO EAGER TO EXPLORE MANY
OTHER GREAT PLAYS SUCH AS SHAKESPEARE WITH MY ASIAN PERSPECTIVE AND PUT THEM ON THE
STAGE," SAYS NAM. "l WANT TO LEAD A MOVEMENT BY COLLABORATING WITH PEERS FROM DIFFERENT
CULTURES AS WELL."

SHE FURTHERMORE SAYS SHE WANTS TO SET UP A SUPPORT SYSTEM FOR ACTORS, DIRECTORS, AND
PLAYWRIGHTS WHO WANT TO WORK ON BROADWAY.

NAM SAYS, "WHILE PREPARING THE PRODUCTION, | FACED A LOT OF FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES SUCH AS
RENTING REHEARSAL SPACE AND PARTICIPATION FEES TO FESTIVALS." ADDING THAT "WHEN | GET SETTLED
IN THE INDUSTRY, | WANT TO HELP OTHER TALENTED ARTISTS, SO THEY CAN PRODUCE THEIR SHOWS
WITHOUT FINANCIAL BURDEN."

AFTER COMPLETING A SUMMER INTENSIVE COURSE AT STELLA ADLER STUDIO OF ACTING, SHE IS
CURRENTLY STUDYING AT HB STUDIO FOR THREE YEARS. AFTER GRADUATING FROM DONGDUK WOMEN'S
UNIVERSITY (MAJORING IN PERFORMING ARTS), SHE PERFORMED AT KOREAN OFF-BROADWAY THEATERS IN
DAEHAK-RO, AND TAUGHT YOUNG STUDENTS IN THE ACTING ACADEMY.


http://newyorktheaterfestival.com/a-watch

